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References

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. β p
1. Vaccine 
Willingness (outcome 
variable)

- -.33** .39** .32** .29** -.41** - .000

2. Conspiracy 
Ideation

-.33** - -.10* -.23** -.26** .27** -.11 .000

3. Threat Perception .39** -.10* - .21** -.26** -.27** .19 .000

4. Vulnerability .32** -.23** .21** - .21** -.10* .15 .000

5. Media 
Discernment

.29** -.28** .23** .18** - -.27** .12 .06

6. Conservatism -.41** .27** -.27** -.10* -.27** - -.13 .000

Mean 4.07 1.91 4.30 4.24 1.25 3.13

SD .88 1.25 1.05 .98 .65 1.60

How does conservatism, conspiracy ideation, 
media discernment, vulnerability to COVID-
19, and perception of COVID-19 as a threat 
affect vaccine willingness?

• Conspiracy ideation, conservatism, and media 
discernment will negatively correlate to vaccine 
willingness. 

• Vulnerability to COVID-19 and perception of 
COVID-19 as a threat will positively correlate to 
vaccine willingness.

*p < .05
**p < .01

Conservatism
• The Republican administration 

downplayed the pandemic from the start, and 
Republicans and Democrats tend to view 
threats from opposite sides of the spectrum 
(Crawford, 2017).

• Republicans perceived COVID-19 as 
less threatening than Democrats, and this 
was explained by Republican leaders 
justifying their policies, and Republicans were 
not as accurate at evaluating the truth in 
media.

Threat & Severity of COVID-19
• Before thinking about getting the COVID-19 

vaccine, one would have to perceive COVID-19 
as a threat, which can be determined by several 
factors.

• It was found that a person’s perception of 
COVID-19 as a threat can be predicted by their 
conservatism, media discernment, and 
conspiracy ideation (Calvillo, et al. 2020).

Media Discernment & Conspiracy 
Ideation
• Republicans were more likely to agree that the 

virus is a conspiracy and that it is not “real.”

• Media discernment predicted threat 
perception because the news media 
determined how the participants felt about 
COVID-19 (Calvillo, et al. 2020).

• Based off of the Calvillo article, we wanted to 
see how these variables affected vaccine 
willingness.

Participants were asked to complete a self-
report survey consisting of 37 

questions. They answered using a Likert-
type scale.

Implications

The more conservative someone is the less likely 
they are to receive the vaccine.

The more likely someone is to believe COVID 
was caused by a conspiracy, the less likely they 

are to receive the vaccine.

The more vulnerable to COVID someone 
perceives themself, the more likely they are to 

receive the vaccine.

The more someone perceives COVID as a threat 
the more likely they are to receive the vaccine.

Media discernment was not a significant 
predictor of vaccine willingness

The findings of this study were consistent with 
the Calvillo et al. (2020) study.

Limitations and 
Future Research

A limitation of this study is that prior to 
completing our survey, 195 of our participants 
reported having already received the first dose 

of the COVID-19 vaccine.

Future replications of this study should 
consider using news headlines for media 

discernment that are related to the COVID 
vaccine.

This study would benefit from being replicated 
with a more diverse participant pool.

Background Information

Vaccine 
Willingness 

Shapiro et al. (2017)

The scale used for 
measuring vaccine 

willingness, was modified to 
be relative to COVID-19 

vaccines. Cronbach's alpha 
was .73

Conspiracy 
Ideation Calvillo et 

al. (2020)

Participants were asked how 
much they agree with the 
statement, “The spread of 

the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
is the result of the 

deliberate, concealed efforts 
of some organization."

Vulnerability to 
COVID-19/ 

Perception of 
COVID-19 as a 

threat Calvillo et al. 
(2020)

Participants were asked to 
answer one question on 

virus vulnerability and one 
on perception of COVID-19 

as a threat.

Conservatism 
Calvillo et al. (2020)

The participants rated the 
political label at which they 
most identify with using a 
Likert- type scale ranging 

from “extremely liberal” to 
“extremely conservative.”

How accurate do you 
think this headline is?

❑ Not at all accurate
❑ Neither accurate nor 

inaccurate
❑ Somewhat accurate
❑ Very accurate

Example of 
Media 
Discernment 
Headline:

F(5, 337) = 34.69, p < .001. R2 = .34

Age

• 18 to 82 
years

• Avg. age 33 
years old

Gender

• 71.43% 
female

• 26.53% 
male

Race

• 79.88% 
were White

• 6.71% were 
Hispanic or 
Latino

• 4.3% were 
Black

Education

• Most had 
some 
college 
education

Lastly, the participants were asked to 
fill out our demographic questions. Then 

they were given the opportunity to opt 
out at the end of the survey.

There were 8 headlines, 4 were real and 4 were false, all were presented at random.
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