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▪ According to Gonzalez, Atkinson, and Fleming 

(2009), people who are raised with inconsistent care or a 

negative parenting style are more likely to exhibit these same 

attitudes towards their own children, which can negatively 

impact child-parent relationships.

▪There is preliminary evidence that suggests that exposure 

to ACEs in childhood, such as domestic violence, can later 

impact one's parenting abilities (Barett, 2010).

▪Ainsworth's (1978) theory of attachment states 

that the relationships that a child has with their caregivers, 

during early development, will later affect the quality of their 

future social/familial relationships.

Hypotheses:

➢ As a person's number of ACEs increases then their intent 

to become a primary caregiver to a minor in the future 

would decrease.

➢ As a person's number of ACEs increases then their 

anticipated use of harmful parenting styles, such as 

uninvolved, would also increase. 

Participants

▪45 college students recruited through psychology subject 

pool

▪Mean Age = 18.98 (SD = 1.23)

▪Predominantly female (77.8% )

▪Predominantly Caucasian (66.7%)

Procedure

▪Conducted as on online survey on Qualtrics.

Measures

▪ACE’s Questionnaire (Zarse, E. M., Neff, M. R., Yoder, 

R., Hulvershorn, L., Chambers, J. E., & Chambers, R. A. 

(2019): 10 yes/no questions; Higher scores reflect more 

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs).

▪Parenting Style Four Factor Questionnaire (Shyny, 

2017): 32 items using 5-point Likert scale; Higher scores in 

each parenting style category indicate greater likelihood of 

using that approach in future with their own children.

▪Intent to have children: The researchers created an item 

that asked the participants to rate how likely they were to 

have children in the future using a 5-point Likert scale; 

Higher score means greater likelihood.   

Pearson Bivariate Correlations: Examining the associations between ACEs, intention to become a parent/caregiver, and anticipated 

parenting styles.

▪We used Pearson Bivariate Correlations to examine our 

hypotheses.

▪Unfortunately, the results revealed that the correlations 

pertaining to our hypotheses were non-significant:

▪The correlation between the total number of ACEs and 

intention to be a parent/caregiver was not significant, r (42) 

= 0.06, p = 0.72.

▪The correlation between the total number of ACEs and 

anticipated parenting styles were not significant

▪Authoritarian, r (43) = -0.01, p = 0.95

▪Authoritative, r (43) = -0.10, p = 0.54

▪Permissive, r (43) = 0.13, p = 0.40

▪Uninvolved, r (43) = 0.08, p = 0.60

▪Therefore, we did not support our hypotheses. 

▪We did observe a significant positive correlation between 

intention to be a parent/caregiver and uninvolved parenting 

style, r (42) = 0.36, p = 0.02.

▪We did not have a particular hypothesis regarding the 

association between intent to be a parent and parenting 

style, but it was an interesting association that we felt was 

worth noting. 
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▪The results showed there was no association between ACEs 

and intention to become a parent/caregiver, nor a correlation 

between ACEs and parenting style. Therefore, we did not 

support our hypotheses. 

▪People develop coping strategies that allows for any past 

adverse experiences to not have an affect in their future

▪The only significant correlation was between intention to be a 

parent and the uninvolved parenting style.

▪We theorize this significant relationship is caused by the 

idea of individual’s desire to be the “cool, laid back parent

▪Future researchers should consider the potential influence of 

factors such as culture, education, and social norms that may 

influence one’s desire to have children.

Table 1

Bivariate correlations between variables of 
interest 

ACEs Total
Intention to be a 
parent

Parenting Style -
Authoritarian

Parenting Style -
Authoritative Parenting Style - Permissive Parenting Style - Uninvolved

ACEs Total Pearson Correlation 1 0.055 -0.011 -0.095 0.13 0.082

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.723 0.946 0.538 0.4 0.596

N 44 44 44 44 44

Intention to be a parent Pearson Correlation 1 -0.17 0.05 -0.046 0.357

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.265 0.742 0.764 0.016

N 45 45 45 45

Parenting Style -
Authoritarian Pearson Correlation 1 -0.516 -0.114 0.046

Sig. (2-tailed) 0 0.454 0.766

N 45 45 45

Parenting Style -
Authoritative Pearson Correlation 1 0.251 -0.091

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.096 0.551

N 45 45

Parenting Style - Permissive Pearson Correlation 1 0.394

Sig. (2-tailed) 0.007

N 45

Parenting Style - Uninvolved Pearson Correlation 1

Sig. (2-tailed)

N
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